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IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION 

UPDATE: 

The new Immigration and Asylum Bill 

passed its second reading on July 13th.  

 

It introduces the ‘Independent 

Immigration Appeals Authority’ which will 

hear most asylum and human rights 

appeals replacing the First-tier Tribunal. 

This means experienced immigration 

judges will be replaced by adjudicators 

without legal qualifications – a policy The 

Law Society has urged the government to 

scrap as it will be an overtly political body 

not an independent judicial body. 

 

It makes changes to the application of 

Article 8 of the European Convention on 

Human Rights, including narrowing the 

definition of what constitutes ‘family life’. 

On July 7th, the High Court ruled that the 

Government’s current suspension of 

Refugee Family Reunion is lawful. 

Therefore, families remain separated 

while the Government pushes to restrict 

the definition of ‘family life’ - to the 

serious detriment of the human rights of 

refugees. The Bill deepens the gendered 

injustices already embedded in the asylum 

system making asylum claims 

disproportionately harder for women  

Building on existing new measures the Bill 

introduces ‘core protection’. The 

continuing need for protection will be 

reassessed every 2.5 years, potentially for 

20 years or more before refugees will be 

granted settlement. This will create a 

significantly greater climate of uncertainty 

and fear for individuals in the system. The 

Refugee Council estimates that the 

increase in bureaucracy will mean up to 

1.1 million repeat reviews will be added 

over the first 10 years, costing up to £725 

million.  

There are also measures to recover the 

costs spent on asylum support, meaning 

refugees who have sufficient means may 

be required to make monthly 

contributions towards the cost of support 

received, up to £10,000 – raising the risk 

of debt and, for women in particular, of 

coercion, abuse and exploitation.    

The Bill also makes changes to the 

modern slavery framework by setting 

arbitrary deadlines for disclosure of what 

an individual has suffered. Trauma, and 

how it is articulated, does not fit a neat 

government timeline and the barriers to 

disclosure can be immense and traumatic, 

especially for women. Survivors need to be 

identified and protected, not further 

punished. 

 

It enables the government to carry out 

automatic deportations of people with 

custodial sentences. This will affect many 

who have been criminalised by the state 

due to the way in which they arrived here 

or who are survivors of slavery and 

trafficking. 

http://www.losras.org/


The Bill promotes a ‘sponsorship’ model 

of safe routes whereby seeking safety is 

no longer a basic right but requires 

sponsorship to gain sanctuary. At best this 

will have only minimal impact and allows 

the Government to side step its 

responsibility for the protection of 

refugees while paving the way for 

arbitrary and biased choices about who is 

‘’worthy of protection”. 

 

Many of these new measures seem 

punitive and impractical and have drawn 

significant criticism. The Joint Council for 

the Welfare of Immigrants writes that:  

 

“The Bill tears apart human rights 

protections and attacks the rule of law, 

limiting people's basic rights to reunite 

with their families, loved ones, dependents 

and carers. It saddles people seeking 

safety with unjust debt and punishes 

survivors of slavery and trafficking.”  

Carenza Muggleton-Arnold, Head of 

Campaigns at Women for Refugee 

Women (WRW) sums up their view: 

“The proposed changes announced today 

signal a deeply worrying direction on 

asylum and human rights.  […] This is not 

about fairness or efficiency – it is a 

rollback of vital protections for some of 

the most vulnerable women in our 

society.  For a Government supposedly 

committed to supporting survivors of 

gender-based violence, this is not only 

cruel, but outright shameful.”  

A full account of WRW’s important 

gender-based analysis can be found here:	

(www.refugeewomen.co.uk) 

It is salient that July 28th marked the 75th 

anniversary of the 1951 Refugee 

Convention – set up in the aftermath of 

the Second World War to enshrine a 

promise that people forced to flee war, 

violence and persecution would be 

protected and offered safety.  It is the 

cornerstone of refugee protection – 

defining who a refugee is and how they 

should be protected: 

 

“Refugee protection is about more than 

shelter - it is about preserving hope and 

dignity.” (Emma Cherniavsky, CEO, UK for 

UNHCR).    

 

An update on recent activities: 

The Plant Sale 

This is always such a lovely colourful and 

sociable event and our heartfelt thanks to 

everyone who helped make the day a 

success by bringing and buying plants; 

helping on the day; and donating via the 

sale of Palo’s artwork and Elspeth’s 

Radical T-towels. Especial thanks to 

Nymans Garden and Staverton Nursery 

who made extremely generous donations 

of plants. We were delighted to raise 

£1000! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.refugeewomen.co.uk/immigration-asylum-bill/?mc_cid=ef6443b663
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Refugee Week: June 15-21  

LRSG ran a variety of events to mark 

Refugee Week. The theme this year was 

courage and the Simple Acts of 

connection were illustrated by Quentin 

Blake - a critical one being ‘having a 

courageous conversation’ – particularly 

apt in these polarised times. 

 

 

 

School outreach work 

We visited five schools in Refugee Week 

to give an assembly: Southover, Hamsey 

and Wallands in Lewes; Telscombe in 

Peacehaven; and Goldstone in Brighton. 

The assemblies focussed on what it means 

to be a refugee or person seeking asylum 

and the courage it takes to journey, 

survive and thrive away from your 

homeland.   

 

As always, we were so heartened by the 

enthusiastic response of the school staff 

and the kindness and compassion of the 

children. The two new schools (Telscombe 

and Goldstone) received a set of eleven 

library books - and all the schools we 

visited this year were given books about 

Malala Yousafzai – who we talked about in 

relation to courage.  

 

Here is just one example of the wonderful 

artwork produced by children at Hamsey 

school – here, courage is having a chat 

with a new friend over a cup of tea in a 

tree! 

 

 

 

 

Precinct stall 

We also ran a stall in the Lewes precinct 

on Saturday June 20th to promote Refugee 

Week and to have some courageous 

conversations with local Lewesians!  

Thanks to all who helped on the stall or 

dropped by to show solidarity. There was 

no animosity this year and we attracted a 

few new members - so well worth doing! 

 

 

 

 



LRSG Workshop: Sohail Jannesari 

and ‘The Migrant Art of Coping’ - 

June 18th 

As part of Refugee Week, we invited Dr. 

Sohail Jannesari to run a workshop on the 

‘migrant art of coping’. Sohail is a 

Research Fellow at Kings College, London 

and a Senior Teaching Fellow at Imperial 

College and he founded the Migrants 

Connection Festival.  He specialises in 

migration and mental health using 

participatory approaches. His premise is 

that we can all learn much about 

resilience and coping from people who 

have experience of displacement and 

migration. The workshop used a number 

of well-being activities to explore ideas 

about our life trajectories and experiences 

and was attended by 20 people – many of 

whom had experience volunteering or 

working face-to-face with the refugee 

community. It was a different format to 

our usual open meetings and was 

appreciated by those who attended.  

Sohail’s book ‘The Migrant Art of Coping’ 

is published by Pluto Press and can be 

downloaded as a pdf.  

 

LRSG needs more volunteers! 

We recently emailed the membership 

with a request for volunteer help. We 

urgently need volunteers to work with 

two of our more vulnerable families and 

we would particularly welcome hearing 

from volunteers new and ‘old’ who have 

an interest in and/or experience in liaising 

with statutory organisations including 

schools. You would work in tandem with 

experienced volunteers. 

 

We are also expecting a number of new 

Afghan families who will be supported by 

the Refugee Support Worker for Lewes 

District. LRSG will provide initial help 

setting up homes (everything is provided) 

and then, critically, ongoing support, 

including that for school age children.  

If you have time and feel able to volunteer 

– or would like to know more - please 

email info@losras.org.   

 

We will be holding an introductory session 

in August where one of our lead 

volunteers, Janet Sutherland, who has 

been volunteering with an Afghan family 

for several years, will share her 

experience and knowledge. This session 

will be open to old and new volunteers 

alike. Further details to follow. 

 

Support to Crowborough Camp 

We have reported on the situation at 

Crowborough Camp in previous 

newsletters and emails. The camp (which 

is to remain open until 2030) is currently 

hosting a large number of men, but with 

constant movement in and out of the 

camp as the Home Office processes their 

asylum claims.  

 

SAMAS (Supporting Arriving Migrants and 

Asylum Seekers) is the local charity that 

has established a support system for the 

camp, and it provides twice-daily English 

language lessons; creative activities 

including art, music, and sewing 

workshops; community integration 

through cooking classes, sports teams, 

and structured days out. A member of 

SAMAS writes that:  

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/people/sohail-jannesari
https://www.migrantconnections.com/
https://www.migrantconnections.com/
https://www.plutobooks.com/product/the-migrant-art-of-coping/
mailto:info@losras.org


“Despite having endured unimaginable 

trauma, the men supported by SAMAS 

meet the world with kindness, humility 

and an eager willingness to contribute. To 

them, the organisation is not just a 

service; it is a literal lifeline.” 

 

The following is an excerpt from text 

written by a resident of Crowborough 

Camp, in response to support received:  

“These contributors may not know that 

some of their dona]ons were shots of 

happiness injected into bodies exhausted 

by sorrow. They may not know that some 

of what they offered was genuine warmth 

to people shivering from cold and 

loneliness combined. They may not know 

that some of their assistance was the sole 

reason a human being slept peacefully for 

the first ]me in months. […] Giving is not 

just handing over objects but restoring life 

to its owners.’  

 

SAMAS are currently in urgent need of 

the following for men in the camp:  

  

• T-shirts 

• Jumpers 

• Jackets 

• Trousers 

• Shorts 

• Trainers size 40-45 

• New socks and underwear 

• Bags/rucksacks 

 

Please support SAMAS by donating any of 

the above men’s clothes! As before, 

donations can be left in a large plastic box 

in the footwell of the steps at Alison’s 

house. Email info@losras.org for 

information. Thank you for your ongoing 

support! 

LRSG supports Raga Gibreel’s work 

with Sudanese refugees 

In October 2025, Raga Gibreel gave a 

powerful presentation on her charity, 

Green Kordofan, that supports children in 

the Yida refugee camp in South Sudan. 

Raga recently asked us if we could support 

a community event she was organising in 

the UK, in Refugee Week – of football, 

food and music - for a group of recently 

arrived Sudanese refugees. We were able 

to help fund football boots and sports kit 

for the team. Raga’s photos show what a 

happy community event it was!   

 

 

 

Lewes Refugee Support Group aims to 

promote the welfare of refugees and 

people seeking asylum in and beyond the 

Lewes District:   

mailto:info@losras.org

