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‘State of Family Reunion in the UK’

Safe Passage webinar (April 20t):
The Government’s recent and up-coming
changes to the rules on immigration and
seeking asylum in the UK have taken a
wrecking ball to the ability to apply for
family reunion, but this is about to be
challenged in the High Court by Safe
Passage UK.

Application for family reunion was
suspended in September 2025 while the
new immigration bill is being compiled.
Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood aims
to reduce the overall number of people
coming to claim asylum and receive
refugee status in the UK as a whole. Her
argument is that family reunion places a
strain on housing and council services.
This runs alongside the Government’s
desire to move away from a ‘rights based’
model of asylum to one of privilege via
‘earned settlement’. This new status of
‘core protection’ involves:

* refugee protection reduced from five
years to 30 months

* a 20 year wait before refugees can
apply for permanent settlement
(indefinite leave to remain)

¢ Reassessment of whether countries are
‘safe’ to return to at each 30-month
renewal

* No family reunion possible

Family reunion would be contingent on a
new “work and study visa”, which means;

* afee-paying route

* likely to include income threshold and
language requirements

* if met - a quicker path to settlement is
open.

Safe Passage UK contend that this
constitutes the biggest attack on family
reunion in years. The new legislation
(expected in the Autumn of 2026) is likely
to weaken the application of Article 8 of
the ECHR (right to family life) and narrow
the definition of ‘family’, e.g. by excluding
aunts, uncles and siblings, even though
they may be the only family members left
to look after unaccompanied minors. The
emphasis of the current Government,
along with many others in Europe, is to be
one of deterrence instead of protection.

In March, 720 faith leaders signed a letter
to Shabana Mahmood, urging her to
protect the right to family reunion. The
push back against these draconian
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proposals is being seen in both the
Commons and in the Lords as well as
amongst community organisations and
individuals.

LRSG thinks it is vital to keep up the
pressure before final decisions are made
and we are writing to the Home Secretary
to ask her to think again.

We would urge you to do the same.

A template email is provided:
https://safepassage.usi4.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=5b421ad49680eb
3b52clle5e4&id=a7093d16d6&e=20ff55c¢830

An update on recent activities:

UN Anti-Racism Day March

Lewes District Anti-Racism Alliance
(LDARA) organised a solidarity march
through Newhaven on March 21 to mark
UN Anti-Racism day. The march was well
attended and a range of speakers and
music marked the day.

March Together Against The Far
Right

Thanks to all who travelled up to London
on March 28" to march togetherin a
massive show of strength and unity
against the Far Right. Organised by the
Together Alliance and to coincide with the
‘No Kings’ demonstrations in the USA — it
was enormously uplifting and reassuring
to be part of a 500,000 strong group of
people marching peacefully and with
purpose. There was no counter protest,
no violence and no damage done. That
the BBC failed to report the event to any
significant degree was a missed

opportunity to show that a vast number
of people do not want racism and hatred
spread in their communities. As a result,
many people wrote to the BBC to
complain of the lack of fair
representation.

LRSG display at The Climate Hub
To mark our collaboration with the Lewes
Climate Hub, we held an exhibition to
showcase the work that LRSG does. On a
Saturday morning busy with local
campaign activities, some 40+ people
dropped in to the Lewes Climate Hub to
see the exhibition, chat and browse the
resources. Our thanks to all of you who
showed your support!

Collaborative Open Meeting:
LRSG & The Lewes Climate Hub.
On the move - but is it because of

climate change?

Terry Cannon (Emeritus Research Fellow
at the Institute of Development

Studies, University of Sussex)

Megnaa Mehta (Lecturer in Social
Anthropology at the Institute of Risk and
Disaster Reduction, UCL, London).

Terry and Megnaa jointly presented their
research on the ‘who, where and why of
people migrating’.
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The premise of the talk was that in the
past twenty years, it has become widely
believed that climate change is

‘causing' mass migration of people in the
'global South'. Some organisations
contend that there are already millions of
‘climate refugees', but what is often not
understood is how people's livelihoods
work, and what factors lead to migration
and displacement in everyday life.

Terry discussed the critical point that
while climate change is impoverishing the
lives of hundreds of millions of people, it
is difficult to draw a direct connection
from this poverty to people being 'climate
refugees'. Terry presented data to show
that for most poor people in the global
South, climate change is not the main
cause of their problems — instead, huge
inequalities of wealth, infrastructure
development, lack of land and other
factors are key to why people move.

He noted that some migration patterns
are unrecognised (e.g. the millions of
women who migrate upon marriage); that
most migration is seasonal and in-country,
or across immediate borders (e.g the
Rohingya conflict). Terry’s main point was
that migration is driven less by climate
change and more by socio-economic
factors and global power imbalances.

Megnaa then presented her long-term
ethnographic research on the coastal
communities of the Sundarbans on the
Indian side of the Bengal Delta. She
discussed how livelihoods are impacted by
extreme weather events; environmental
vulnerability; by being landless or land

poor; and by the impact of conservation
programmes and ecotourism. She
explained how poorly designed
infrastructural projects to protect
communities from rising sea levels in fact
wreak further havoc; and critically how a
‘planned retreat’ of coastal communities
is being implemented in order to
regenerate mangroves for use as a carbon
credit trading scheme: ‘green grabbing’.

Lastly, she discussed the reasons why
coastal people have to migrate: social
injustice (i.e. class, caste and gender
inequalities), governance and politics (i.e.
lack of clean water, lack of health care
services, poor transport, etc.) are key
factors rather than climate change:

Instead of dwelling on the way in which
climate change has rendered this delta
unfit for human habitation, perhaps it
might be worth turning the statement on
its head to ask instead why it has taken so
long to turn this delta into a place that
could indeed be more fit for human
habitation?

It is not just the rising seas but distorted
politics, a poverty of imagination and the
selective nature of conservation that is to
blame for a large section of coastal
resident’s contemporary vulnerability.

More than 50 people attended the
evening; the consensus was that a huge
amount of really important and
interesting information was given and that
we would like the opportunity to hear
more!



Refugee Week: 15-21 June

LRSG is running a variety of events to
mark Refugee Week, the theme of which
is courage. This year’s Simple Acts of
connection are illustrated by Quentin
Blake and the first is ‘having a
courageous conversation’.

Have a Couragesus Conversation
Y
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Have a Courageous Conversation

LRSG Open Meeting: June 18"
‘The Migrant Art of Coping’ with Dr
Sohail Jannesari

Sohail is a Research and Teaching Fellow
who specialises in migration and mental
health. He will discuss the resilience and
coping strategies of people who migrate
for safety using participatory well-being
activities. The talk is especially pertinent
for anyone who volunteers or works face-
to-face with the refugee community.
Sohail’s book ‘The Migrant Art of Coping’
will be available for purchase.

Lewes Town Hall, June 18" at 7 pm.

LRSG Precinct stall: June 20th
We will be holding a stall in the Lewes
precinct on Saturday June 20" to promote
Refugee Week and the theme of courage
and to have some courageous
conversations with local Lewesians! Do
drop by to join us!

School work in Refugee Week

We will be going into local schools in and
around Refugee Week to talk about what
it means to be a refugee or person
seeking asylum and the courage it takes to
journey, survive and thrive away from
your homeland. The schools we will be
working with are: Hangleton, Hamsey,
Southover and Wallands Primary schools.

LRSG Plant Sale is fast approaching!
Saturday May 30™ at the Linklater Pavilion
(10-12) - please come and buy some
lovely plants for your garden. Plant
donations can be delivered to Belinda’s
house in the week prior. Please contact
Belinda (see contact below).

Dates for your diary

e Saturday May 30" (10-12). LRSG Plant
Sale: Linklater Pavilion.

e June 14™, (11-2 pm) Refugee Week
Launch at Brighton Unitarian Church.

e June 15-20™ Voices in Exile at Jubilee
Library. Refugee Week events all
week in the foyer gallery.

e Thursday June 18" 7pm. Lewes Town
Hall (Lecture Room), Open Meeting
on ‘The Migrant Art of Coping’ with
Sohail Jannesari.

e Saturday June 20 (10-12): LRSG
Refugee Week stall: Precinct, Lewes.

Lewes Refugee Support Group aims to promote
the welfare of refugees and people seeking
asylum in and beyond the Lewes District:
e Co-chairs: Alison Bell & Gill Tipping
e Treasurer: Tony Sims
o Membership Secretary: Belinda Kirby.
07514 808934
belinda.kirbyte@gmail.com
o Committee Members: Annie Ralph,
Rachel Cole, Teresa O’Brien & Betty
Skolnik.
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