
LEWES REFUGEE SUPPORT GROUP 

NEWSLETTER - FEBRUARY 2026 

www.losras.org 

 

March Together Against The Far 

Right. Saturday March 28th  

 

 
 

People from all over Britain will be 

gathering in London for a massive show of 

strength and unity against the Far Right. It 

is organised by the Together Alliance -

which consists of over 80 organisations 

plus artists and cultural figures. The march 

will take place on the same day as millions 

take to the streets in the USA for ‘No 

Kings’ demonstrations against Trump and 

ICE in the wake of the Minneapolis 

murders of Renee Good and Alex Pretti.  

 

On a local level, the arson attack on the 

Peacehaven mosque, the graffiti and 

damage at St. Pancras Stores, the rise of 

flag posting across the District and the 

orchestrated hostility against the men 

seeking asylum at Crowborough barracks 

– shows the need for as many of us as 

possible to march and to counter the 

racism and hostility of Reform UK and the 

Far Right.  

 

The start of the march is yet to be 

confirmed but the route will end at 

Trafalgar Square with music and speeches. 

It will be family friendly and accessible.  

 

A group from LRSG will be going by train 

(times to be confirmed) but there is a 

coach organised from Lewes to the start of 

the march if you prefer. Please book via 

the following link:  For more information: 

www.togetheralliance.org.uk 

 

UN Anti-Racism Day March:  

Saturday March 21st 

Lewes District Anti-Racism Alliance 

(LDARA) is organising a solidarity march 

through Newhaven to mark UN Anti-

Racism day. The march starts at 10:30 for 

an 11:00 start from the Marine 

Workshops. We hope to see you there!  

 

For more information: 

LDan[racism@google.com 

 

 

 

http://www.losras.org/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lewes-coach-together-alliance-demo-tickets-1982009236982?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1*10tt7la*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTc0ODMyNjE1Mi4xNzY5OTUxNDgy*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3Njk5NTE0ODEkbzEkZzAkdDE3Njk5NTE0ODEkajYwJGwwJGgw
http://www.togetheralliance.org.uk/
mailto:LDantiracism@google.com


Crowborough Camp UPDATE:  

As you know, there have been ongoing, 

hostile rallies organised by the Far Right 

against the use of Crowborough army 

barracks to house men seeking asylum. 

We have been attending ‘Voluntary sector 

and faith engagement meetings’ held by 

the Home Office to better understand 

what the current situation is and what the 

role of local voluntary sector and faith 

organisation may be to support the small 

number of men who have arrived at the 

camp.  

 

There is a huge amount of very well 

organised local support ready and willing 

to help. However, for security reasons, 

the Home Office has not yet allowed 

access to the camp for voluntary or faith 

groups because of the local protests and 

unrest. We will be joining a newly 

established NGO Forum meeting run by 

the HO for the Crowborough site and will 

keep you updated on the situation.   

 

Thankyou!  

Many thanks to all of you who have 

already donated welcome packages for 

men at Crowborough camp! The drop off 

box is still available as per our previous 

email. The most helpful thing you can do 

is to make sure your bag contains one, or 

some, of each of the items on the emailed 

list. This saves us having to go through all 

the bags to check they are complete. And 

please bear in mind that the people in the 

camp are all adult men.   

 

As a reminder of what we have been 

asked to provide, here is the list:   

• new socks & pants 

• shower gel & shampoo 

• deodorant 

• toothpaste & toothbrush 

• pen & notebook 

• comb 

• sweets & snacks 

• packs of cards/game  

• a welcome message - 

• - all in a bag. 

 

SAMAS (Supporting Arriving Migrants and 

Asylum Seekers), the local Crowborough 

support have recently told us that the 

men currently arriving at the Camp are 

wearing flipflops and have very few warm 

clothes. Items of warm men’s clothing and 

footwear as well as new pants, socks, 

gloves and umbrellas are urgently needed 

(the reality of the camp is that men have 

to walk to the shower/toilet blocks from 

their dorms in all weathers).  

 

If you have clothes to donate, please 

email us on info@losras.org  

 

Other ways in which you can help: 

• Do you have [me to volunteer? 

• Can you teach ESOL? Help with 

homework? Provide social support 

to local families? 

• Can you help with dona[ons &/or 

be a clothes collector?  

• Do you have ideas/contribu[ons 

for the newslecer? 

• Can you help us run informa[on 

stalls? 

• Email us on info@losras.org 

 

 

mailto:info@losras.org
mailto:info@losras.org


An update on recent activities: 

 

 

 

Lewes Stand Up To Racism (SUTR) held a 

Heart Art Workshop on Feb 7th at the 

Climate Hub in Lewes. It was attended by 

over 80 adults and children who made a 

wonderful array of decorated red and 

orange hearts with messages of welcome 

for the men at Crowborough camp.  

 

However, sadly, the event attracted some 

hostile attention, and police were needed 

to ensure everyone’s safety. This 

exemplifies the need for us all to be very 

cautious regarding the sharing of personal 

details and information outside of our 

trusted circles and contacts.    

 

Government Consultation on 

‘A fairer pathway to settlement’.  

This Consultation sets out proposals for 

changing how the immigration system 

works, specifically how migrant people 

who are permitted to become permanent 

residents may do so.  In brief, it proposes 

to make permanent residence less 

available; to lengthen the time spent in 

the immigration system to between 10 

and 20 years before someone can apply 

for permanent residence – but with 

specific reductions in time if a person has 

high English literacy, is a high earner, a 

senior public service employee or has 

‘extensive’ volunteering history. 

Conversely, the waiting period is to be 

extended for anyone who has ever 

breached immigration rules; ever received 

public funds; or arrived on a visitor visa. 

Total exclusion is proposed for anyone 

with debt or a criminal conviction for any 

offence, whenever committed. 

 

There are a number of reasons for 

countering the proposals, not least of 

which is that they undermine integration. 

Migrants will live with even greater 

uncertainty, be further marginalised and 

at risk of homelessness and exploitation.  

The proposals will further fuel racism and 

xenophobia by penalising and demonising 

migrant people. They will also massively 

increase the work of the Home Office 

which already struggles to meet basic 

processing targets; and they will 

undermine commitment to the European 

Convention on Human Rights.  

 

We have responded to the consultation 

on behalf of LRSG; and a huge thankyou to 

anyone who managed to complete the 

form which appeared to be deliberately 

laborious and obfuscating.  

 

The Annual LRSG Plant Sale! 

It is a long way off and hard to imagine 

given the current weather, but our annual 

plant sale will be held on Saturday May 

30th at the Linklater Pavilion. Please help 

us by growing or germinating plants  

 

 



Refugee Week: 15-21 June   

The theme of Refugee Week this year is 

courage – the Latin root of which means 

‘cor’ or ‘heart’ – and this feels especially 

apt in the current climate of hostility 

and racism and the drive by some to 

divide communities and cast blame.  

For refugees, courage is a necessity for 

facing the chronic uncertainty of each 

day and for learning a new culture, a 

new language and how to navigate 

unfamiliar systems.  

For those who advocate on behalf of 

refugees and people seeking asylum, we 

need courage to keep speaking up and 

speaking out for human rights.  

Refugee Week is a plea for connection 

and emphasises that courage doesn’t 

need to be ‘loud or bold’ but that it can 

be found in ‘simple acts’ – such as 

‘opening your door to a neighbour, 

trying new food, reading a book, or 

watching a film that changes your view 

of the world. It can be speaking up, 

asking for help, sharing your story – or 

simply having the courage to be 

yourself.’ Details of local events to follow. 

Support a local tailor! 

One of the people that LRSG supports is 

Mohamad, a highly skilled tailor, living in 

Lewes. He is happy to do alterations and 

has a lot of experience making clothes for 

men, women and children – dresses, 

jackets, shirts, suits, etc. both every day 

and more formal. He also makes soft 

furnishings: curtains, sofa covers, bed 

covers. He would like to start working for  

himself and taking commissions, so is 

looking for clients. He would charge very 

affordable rates.  

 

If anyone has something they would like 

him to do, or knows anyone who would 

like something done, please text Asmaa 

his wife, on 07761 932210. Thank you! 

 

Dates for your diary 

• March 21st - UN An[ Racism Day 

March. Meet at Marine 

Workshops, Newhaven at 10:30. 

• March 28th - March Together 

Against The Far Right; London. See 

above details. 

• May 30th – Annual Plant Sale: 

Linklater Pavilion.  

• June 20th - Refugee Week stall: 

Precinct, Lewes. 

• June 15-21st. Refugee Week – the 

theme this year is Courage. Events 

to be announced.  

 

Lewes Refugee Support Group aims to 

promote the welfare of refugees and people 

seeking asylum in and beyond the Lewes 

District. For further information please email: 

info@losras.org 

www.losras.org 
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